Genealogy Research
Where Are The Records?
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What Records?

Anything that records human activity

All these little details piece your family story together

Birth

Baptisms

Marri/aée, divorce, separation

Death, burial, disinterment

W)I{s Deeds
/mmigration Naturalization
Family bibles Newspapers

Diaries and journals Census

Cemetery

Ship manifests

Maritime Records

Military records

Social Security

Passports and border crossings




Public Vital Records

Created and maintained by political jurisdictions
e Originally kept in town ledger books

Later transcribed to cards or publications
Residenhces help find records

Thie most reliable vital record is usually the one
ritten when the event occurred

Closely inspect every record
Watch dates and town names

Baptismal records are religious organizations

Massachusetts Vital Records

HAVERHILL BIRTHS 77

Coruis, Elisabeth, d. James and Sarah (Corlis), Apr. 2, 1768.

Elizabeth, d. Jonathan and Elizabeth (Moer), Apr. 14, 1719.

Ephriam, s. Joseph and Mary (Emerson), Aug. 13, 1751.

Georg, s. Thomas and Rebecka (George), Dec. 18, 1719.

George, s. John and Ruth (Haines), Mar. 4, 1714.

George, s. George and Judith (Webster), July 25, 1754.

George, s. George and Judith (Webster), Feb. 7, 1762.

Hannah, d. John and Ruth (Haines), Aug. 16, 1724.

Hannah, d. George and Judith (Webster), May 22, 1764.

Hannah, d. John Swadock, bp. Mar. 2, 1773. C. R. 3.

Hannah, d. Joseph, bp. Aug. 9, 1778. C. R. 1.

Huldah, d. George and Joanna (Davis), Nov. 18, 1661.

James, s. John, jr. and Abigail (Mitchel), July 7, 1743.

Joanna, d. Timothy and Sarah (Hutchins), Apr. 14, 1729.

Johanah, d. George and Joanna (Davis), Apr. 28, 1650.

John, s, George and Joanna (Davis), Mar. 4, 1647-8.

John, s. John and Mary (Wilford), Mar. 14, 1685-6.

John, s. John and Ruth (Haines), Sept. 12, 1715.

John, s. John, jr. and Abigail (Mitchel), May 8, 1747.

John, s. Joseph and Mary (Emerson), Mar. 25, 1761.

Jonathan, s. John'and Mary (Wilford), July 16, 1695.

Jonathan, s. Jonathan and Elizabeth (Moer), Oct. 8, 1724.

Jonathan, s. John and Ruth (Haines), Feb. 25, 1730-31.

Joseph; s. John and Ruth (Haines), Nov. 4, 1722.

Joseph, s. Joseph and Mary (Emerson), Nov. 27, 1747.

Joshua, s. John and Ruth (Haines), Jan. 19, 1733-4.

Judith, d. George and Judith (Webster), Mar. 3, 1757.

Lydia, d. Jonathan and Elizabeth (Moer), June 2z, 1727.

Martha, d. George and Joanna (Davis), Jan. 2, 1652[-3].

Martha, d. Thomas and Rebecka (George), Nov. 10, 1727.

Martha, d. John, jr. and Abigail (Mitchel), June 2-[28. 1. c.],
1745.

Mary, d. George and Joanna (Davis), Sept. 8, 1646.

Mary [Corles. cr. R.], d. John and Mary (Wilford), Feb. zj5,

1687-8. [1687. cT. R.]
Marrr A Tanathan and Wlizahath /Maar) Tnlo an smen



Birth Records
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Marriage Records

* Marriage intentions aren’t always a marriage
* Closely inspect the record

*  Number of marriages

* Maiden name

Date and place of previous divorce
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REGISTRY OF VITAL RECORDS AND STATISTICS

Death Recor d S voe) The Qluuuuuuhlr:lvltl! 'nf ﬂl:ssarhuﬁl’“ﬁ' W
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Probate Records

* Maintained by county probate offices

* Probate file should contain:
* Last Will & Testament (if testate)
* Nuncupative Will (oral deathbed will)
* Proof and approval
* Probate order(s)
* /Inventory of estate
Guardians appointed for minor children
* Debts owned and owed
* Disputes and agreements

* Probate files can contain a spectacular amount
of family detail

* (Can approximate death date when no record
found

* Length of probate can take years




Deeds can be tough and boring, but read

Deeds

Maintained in each county’s Registry of
Deeds

Deeds can include:

Reason for property transfer
Maiden and marital surname(s) of
women

Spouses

Relationships between the parties
Name all children of a family
Name(s) of a deceased and their
residence

it all.
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Cemeteries Who'is

Thomas
Brown? .

* Management of graves and their records
is a problem everywhere

Engravings can be wrong
* Engravings can be all you get

* Stones may not mark the grave

+/Visit the cemetery manager

See who's buried close by

Understand the cemetery layout

Cenotaphs

Webster [£2
minister [

Publications: cemeteries, war dead




Newspapers

Contain a little of everything:

Obituaries

Land and probate notices
ocial columns

Political ads

Stories

Engagement and wedding
announcements

at of Grand Trink Ral
f Few Men Rescued.
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Military Records

First soldiers fought for a campaign, not the duration

* Record keeping improved with every war

Pension |
ilitia
Miflitary prisons

ilitary cemeteries

Records can be scattered
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Military Pension Files

Pension application files can include:

* Personal affidavits from soldier,
family, friends, and neighbors
Personal details (gunshot, lost an

Certificates of birth, marriage, death
» Affidavits of personal circumstances
* Family bible pages

Newspaper clippings

ttle rosters
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Maritime Records (Merchant Seamen)

Ship logbooks detail:
* Name of vessel and master
Name of home port
Crewmen and their ratings
Dates of voyage and ports of call
Impressed seamen B
Lighthouses B
Accidents, infractions, illnesses, births, marriages,

Cafrgo manifests

* Logbooks are arranged by port, then vessel name

* Not one repository has all the records ;
|

* The Great Lakes have their own maritime database L g

A Merchant Seaman’s Protection Certificate vouches for
the identity and nationality of a crew member to protect

, . .
* Merchant Seaman’s Protection Certificate them from impressment Dy Tare Eat——
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SOCIaI Securlty Uggl}ﬁ—ﬂﬁgl UF Ur]ﬂ‘.il Stock Is Exhausted 3ge =0
SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION OMB Mo. 0960-0066
Application for a Social Security Card
NAME First Full Widdle Name [Cast
TO BE SHOWN ON CARD
1 FULL NAME AT BIRTH First Full Middle Name |Cast
IF OTHER THAN ABOVE
. . - OTHER NAMES USED
Old-Age, Survivors, and Disability 2 |3oca Seautynumverpeistyssgnesotepeson | [T [T T ]
isted in item
Insurance (OASDI
( ) PLACE OF Office DATE
3 [BIRTH UseOnly| 4 |OF
(Do Not Abbreviate)  City State or Foreign Country FCl BIRTH MMWDDYYYY
H 1 Leqgal Ali i
Established in 1935 5 |CITIZENSHIP [ us. ciizen [JAlawed T0 O Legrgaﬂllmelgrirg%ghng-r.‘nsneggo D%ﬁé‘% on
(Check One) Work E'g]ge % age
ETHNICITY RACE I Native Hawaiian [] American Indian || Other Pacific
.  |Are You Hispanic or Latino? | 7 |Select One or More [] Alaska Native Black/African Islqnder
i N White
Some people never applied (Yo Response s okmany) (S Your Reponse Dlasan [ BlackiAfican
8 |SEX [ Male [ Female
First Full Middle Name Last
e e A. PARENT/ MOTHER'S
Today,/numbers are issued at birth g | NAVE AT HER BIRTH
B. PARENT/ MOTHER'S SOCIAL SECURITY ‘ ‘ | | | ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ||:| Unknown
NUMBER (See instructions for 98 on Page 3)
101 1 1 ' First Full Middle Name Last
s were originally issued by region A. PARENT/ FATHER'S
10 B. PARENT/ FATHER'S SOCIAL SECURITY [ Unknown
NUMBER (See instructions for 108 on Page 3)
Req u est co p|es un d er th e F reed om of 1 1 E'ea%r%]g person listed in item 1 or anyone acting on his/her behalf ever filed for or received a Social Security number card
H [ Yes (If "yes" answer questions 12-13) [ No ] Dor't Know (If "don't know," skip to question 14.)
Informatlon ACt Name shown on the most recent Social First Full Middle Name: Last
12 Securly card ssued for the person
isted in item
I f I | 1 3 Enter any different date of birth if used on an
A H i earlier application for a card MMDDMYYYY
Details on copies for living people may 12 TODAVS eI PRORE
have redactlons ::;II'_TNG ADDRESSMIWDDNW’Y . resSNEpTBER e mN%?de Number
1 6 Ty SalelForelgn Couniry ZIF Code
(Do Not Abbreviate)
Social Security Death Index e
47 |YOUR SIGNATURE YOUR RELATIONSHIP TO THE PERSON IN ITEM 1 IS:
18| sef [QMaturalor  [legal [ Cther
Adoplive Parent Guardian Specify




Ship Manifests

* From Mayflower to ~1634, included details of passengers
* After 1634, captains only counted heads

Modern era passenger manifests contain great detail

LIST OR MANIFEST OF ALIEN PASSENGERS FOR THE UNITED

ions from a foreign port, a port of continental United ]
ALL ALIENS arviving at a port of continental United States from a (nmuun pun u7 port of the insular possessiuns of the United States, and all aliens arviving at a port of nld?' possessions from Yoo ol bl sebolomrng o‘
VRB. /.., . seenwd . 191
"LA Tou \A ! N e / Passcngurs sailing from ... _ BNBR Loy - SRRy 1T
e e W. . ; : o ”
: il A 12
’ ‘ : i Final destination, |
Able to— *Last permanent residence, ot "'“""f’"“'“"i'i"“")
e 5 e Nttty i e R s At The name and mmplele address of nearest relative
i o ’l‘l:l?:rlml:'i{i:e‘n 1 Race or people. or friend in country whence alien came. o u S
Sex. Y nccu;:liun. Resd what I‘mim [ ;1 o wm subject.) oty City or town. o v "
Family name. Given name. Yrs. Mos. E Reud. il :;:'n.plln:umc N — -
e | .
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. sieame, UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 242176
Naturalization gy =

[Under G

——

PETITION FOR NATURALIZATION
1 P, of the Nati lity Act of 1940 (Public, No. 853, 76th Cong.)ﬁ»?*_..

To the Hororable the ... U_S Digtrict g of .. ldassachusetts ot ‘
_ This pelition for naturelisation, hereby made and filed, respectinly shous: ‘
& (1) My fall, trus, and correct name s .. AD0 8 £01

(2) My present

ity sad
~<-. years old. (5) I was born on

(6) My personal dﬂﬂlbll50n Is as follows: Sex . !

Naturalization applications have been processed e oy
since 1790

4) Tam ..

- i
- ehildrcn; and the name, sex, date and place of birt b, and present place of residence of cach of satd children who !s livin,

H (£)8/7/19-—born Paris,France-—-Albert (:n)2,_’_1./2_1-—‘-‘lob;‘z?.;3:3a95.
. : i enealogy detail m)10/10/22 _(£) _8/4/24-—Tm {n) 5/1/26--211 born at. Dere
Applications contain the best g gy C SRozioz, Jome et oneale) F/1/26 1 2.t Danry

-All _reside
(0) My last l‘!‘,t!l of foreign resldence

was .. i
) Casaiiyy

- (11) My luwful entry for

under the name of

on the

Index cards indicate when and where to find the i

o . (12) Sinco my lawful entry for permanent residence I havo .. 230 L teen absent from the United States, for a Period o periods of G months or i B
naturalization record

DEPARTED FROM THE UNITED STATES
Darx VESSEL O OTnzR Mrans
(Month, day, yoar) or CONVEYANCE

RETURNED TO THE UNITED STATES

VEssEL or Otien Muans
or CoNvEYANCE

Foxr

Dare
(Month, day, year)

M. 5703301

e ==

T s _____Apostolos Georg

Name . . . D-I‘-a “L'RIAD'I S (43) X declared my Intention to become a cltizen of the United States allarch 4, 103 S fn the ,..U.S.Q'g,... s
Court or .:{ASE, digt _ .B.Q@é&g&:.,}zléuﬁfa‘l,‘ (1418 fa my' tntention tn sood faith to become

¢ltizen of the United States and to renonnen Sheolutely and forover all alleglance and fidelity to any forelgn priuce, potentate, State, wmwmlm‘-hﬂn or which at
this timo T am n subject or citizen, and It s my (ntenties oo reside Perasuently in the United States. (15) Lam not. and havo ot been for the perlod of oy least 10 yoars
Immediately preceding the dato of this potition, an anarchist: nor n bellover [ the unlawful dnmago, lojury, or destruetion O(Eopeﬂy, or sabotage; nor a disboliever in
OF apposed to organized government; nor s member of or afliliated with Any organization or body of persons teachiny disbellef in or c‘l’)rlllon to organized government.
(16) Iam able to speak the English éunl& physlml!{ unablo t0 do 50). (17) I, and havo beon during all of the periods roquired by law, sttached to. the
principles of the Constitution of the Unite tates and well disposed to the ®ood order and happiness of the United Btates. (18) I bavo resided continuously in the

Unlted States of Amerien for the term of 5 years at least immediately preceding the date of this Ppetition, to wit, sinco ...

residingat = O¢(_ O
; 1839
A:‘&é;.s’ years. Date of order of admission Bec, 21, 1942

by the G
: : Dec. 21, 1942 '
Date certificate issued - e ’ uy -
=z Court, nnd such potition was dismissed or denlod ——
SO m Massachusetts g . o R . ersie of guch dismlssal o denfal lias sines ben cused oF romored.
w 52 (30) Atiachcd ersto wnd mado n pare of This; o besitlon for Baturalization, aro iny declaration of intepti o e A cltizon of tho Unitod States (i suck declara.
U.s. Court at B T P e R e
8 . s = e such certincaty 5 >
P R S S 3%
EE g; (31) Wherstors, 1, your petitioner for nataralization, pray that I may be admitted a ctisen of the Ualted States of America, and that my namo be changed to . _____
=3g
01 7 6 Seos @) T, Wioresaid petitioner, o swear (niliern) that 1 know thie contes his petition for o u}ﬁﬁ;fﬁﬁh"ﬁ;&l'ﬂ&i'ﬁ}'ﬁi&ﬂ'iﬁﬁ; o truo to the best of Wy owa
it 4?2 *] > RCEZT  Cnowicdre cacapt ae po e lo torat ( 3 513, 2 pllased uipon Information And bellef, and that oo 1y Hhocscrile bellove them to bo true, and that this potitien o
Petition No. / 35P636¢ g " = é&: s1gm0d by o with Ty Talh 1o wcmeid siated ta b ME QOB = 03
/ / & H j -~
: “Aoop p X/ - Vet o : :
L ] > . il -
s v (oot amed True sengive of e =2




Published Histories
and Genealogies

GNEALOGICA; OENEALOGICAL GENEALOGICAL  GENEALOGICAL

OICTIONARy  DICTIONARY  DICTIONARY DICTIONARY
oF OF OF oF

o ENGLANn NEWENGLAND  NEWENGLAND  NEW ENGLAND

« Name a topic—there’s a book
+ Be carefull
* Research the author

* / Look up the author’s sources

* Look for more sources




Census Records

1790 census of § « ‘,f’: /oo /
Concord, NH \ "?_'
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A census of the United States has been taken every 10 years since 1790

™
NE
N

XY W

First census takers hired for their penmanship, not their spelling
Coveorp .
elokick Wi i
Htrich Sacobe-
oty ek oHaras—
oAlatreck Bece
17%/”24 %‘/’///1"/// o
. A slatrick Hittoarre) Sn
1790 to0'1840: census listed head of household and number of people {//m‘}.fw/;mw.
) i oty
u.‘;uf hitledrre
914//’7/;;/1;1// o |
le/ (///1/1/._ i o !
basroll v o -
g 77zr////‘/z(w.,‘ s
. Tasserv Dareced . -
1890 census was mostly destroyed by fire zﬂ/,ﬁf,, Losibors. ..
Gt A .
’ﬂa/y Taved .

. . . . Datev, baleb . ...
Separate schedules covered American possessions, Indian reservations, | Zcte L~

S Tr-cf(z Voo . . -
SlaVES }/;/ﬂaxnzé/{déw

I
/'((»/ G /N/J ./,1./:
/[w/yu l/?'.////zz —
o%a,m/”/,//
c"/dx//%/;//;// P
u%mu

7&%@.—@‘14{ fraf/m‘/,

—

Earliest census forms did not all ask the same questions L

WX oG

i e B - ~N
S N LT N N N N N L SN .0 T NN - NN NG R
SEAN B

r 1850, census named everyone in residence

——
—

e
AN S GRS

AR s
R G G LN AN NN A b ey

i
2

LN N

Some states held their own census between the federal census

\- ANXRT R

e

NI NE VGRS

1 PECIVR  T |

&‘
29
™
£

N




Diaries and Journals

First-hand view of
everyday life

Discusses family and
friends

Describesclothing, houses,
foods, illhess, church,
births, weddings, deaths

Daily farm journal of Henry H. Gerrish
written from 1894 to 1905
Webster Historical Society archives
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Local Libraries
and Historical

Societies Webster Historical Society, NH

Here you’ll find unique treasures

Manuscripts, journals,

Histories’of homes and
residents

Cemeteries and death lists
Town reports
Town histories
enealogies
Id houses
And so much more!

Old Meeting House, 1220 Battle Street, Webster, NH

The Society for the Preservation of the Old Meeting House in Webster, NH
doing business as Webster Historical Society d/b/a certificate
(Mailing address: Webster Historical Society, 1215 Battle Street, Webster, NH)

The 37 Annual Silent Auction has started!

Now through March 18 at 7 pm. This is our biggest fundraiser of the year. Every dime is

Preservation engages the pastina

conversation with the present over a

mutual concern for the future. William
Murtagh

Support the Webster
Historical Society!

Donate
v I =

Non-profit Organization

The Society for the Preservation of
the Old Meeting House in Webster,
NH has been a registered 501(c)(3)

non-profit organization since 1960.




Hiring a Professional

Can break that “brick wall”

Far less expensive than a plane ticket
and hotel

Professional researchers know where
records’are housed

Experienced reading local languages
apd antique language structure

Independent Researchers Available for Hire

National Archives Operations

Research rooms are open to the public by appointment only. Please refer to our Frequently
Asked Questions for additional information.

The National Archives Museum in Washington, DC, and Presidential Library museums are open.
Find our hours of operation on each museum's website.

Independent Researchers Available for Hire

The National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) staff is available to provide some reference
assistance to you. However, if you find that you require extensive research assistance at NARA facilities, we
offer you the following lists of researchers who are available for hire. (Note: Researchers for hire are not NARA
employees.”)

You may also visit our facilities and access some common databases like Ancestry.com for free.

Find a researcher by:

* Research Topic Specialty
* Media Type Specialty

* Presidential Records

* State and Facility Location




Where Are The Records

» Deeds: county Registry of Deeds
» Probate: county Probate Office

» Cemeteries:
Ancestry.com (subscription) *  FindAGrave.com

LDS church: familysearch.org (free) «  BillionGraves.com
Massachusetts Vital Records: ma-vitalrecords.org (free) «  Town government
Historical societies: . Private companies

* New England Historic and Genealogical Society (NEHGS) >  HistorlcaE e

* New Hampshire Historical Society (NHHS) > anii

* American-Canadian Genealogical Society (ACGS) «  National Archives (NARA)

* Ellis Island Foundation * National Maritime Museum

ons/Daughters of the American Revolution e Coast Guard
General Society of Mayflower Descendants «  Local and regional maritime museums

* Town and regional historical societies >  Naturalization and Immigration:
Federal government: * Local or county court

* National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) «  State or regional archives

* Library of Congress * National Archives (NARA)

* Social Security Administration «  Immigration Services

e Veterans Administration «  Ancestry.com

» Military and pension records: >  Newspapers:
*  Fold3.com (subscription) * Historical societies (NHHS)
* National Archives (NARA) +  Newspapers.com

e Veterans Administration

And more!



Questions?

Webster Historical Society

Barbara Corliss

603-545-5874



https://websterhistoricalsociety.org/
https://webster-nh.net/
mailto:Webster1860@gmail.com
mailto:Barbara@webster-nh.net
mailto:Corliss1753@gmail.com
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